
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th September, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We have been really fortunate until the end of this week to have had fantastic 
weather for the start of the new academic year. This has really helped us 
with our new routines and spending as much time outside as possible.  
 
The children are managing the new routines really well and getting use to 
being in their class bubbles. I am really impressed with the way they are 
understanding the need to wait at the green gate in the mornings and 
distance from children in other bubbles. 
 
We are going to continue to spend time outside as much as possible over 
the weeks to come. This is to help keep everyone safe and to encourage our 
children to be more active.  
 
Please help by: 
 

 making sure your children wear their PE kit on days when they have 
PE. They can wear black or navy blue leggings or tracksuit 
bottoms, their PE t-shirt and their school sweatshirt or cardigan. 
Children should not be wearing branded clothings with logos, or any 
other sweatshirt or hoodies. 

 

 sending your children to school with a suitable waterproof coat 
everyday. The weather is getting more unpredictable now it is 
autumn. 

 
Snacks, waterbottles and lunches We are a ‘healthy school’ and we want 
to promote healthy eating habits at Eastergate CE Primary School.  

Snacks - The government have continued to provide children 
in early years and key stage one with fruit or vegetable snacks 
for their morning break. There is no need for parents to send 
children in with a snack. Children in key stage two should only 
bring a piece of fruit in for their morning snack.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water bottles - I have noticed a few children arriving in school 
with squash and juice in their water bottles. It has long been 
recognised that this is not good for children’s teeth to drink fruit 
squash or juice between meals. Please do not send your child 
to school with anything other than water in their water bottles.  
 

Packed lunches – We have noticed that many of our 
children have too many sweet things and chocolate in their 
lunch boxes. Please limit these ‘treats’ to one item. We ask 
children to start by eating their sandwiches and savoury 
things first.  
 

Attendance I am really pleased that our attendance this term 
so far is above 96%. In the current situation this is very good 
news! A number of parents have asked us whether they want 
us to keep their child at home when they are unwell. We have 
been directing families to NHS 111. Please click on the link 

below for more advice. By following the guidelines set out by the NHS we 
are sure that we are following the latest advice and there is consistency in 
our approach as a school. 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
Your views  We would like your feedback about this first month, 
back together in school. Please could you take some time to 
reflect and consider the measures we have put in place such as 
the staggered starts and end of the day and email the office by 
Wednesday 30th September with: 

 things that you think are going well this term so far 

 anything you think we need to consider  
 

Learning Journeys All teachers have prepared an 
overview of what their class will be learning over the 
next half term. These will be published next week, so 
you can follow your child’s learning in school.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 
Reading and the Love of Books Over the next week we 
will be joining the  ‘Reading is Magic Festival’ in school. 
As a consequence of COVID-19 many festivals and 
events have been cancelled this year, but the Bath 
Literacy Festival have decided to put together an event 
that can be accessed online. Please check the link below 
for activities that you may like to share together with your 

children at home.  https://www.readingismagicfestival.com/ 
 
 
Pupils with Special educational Needs (SEN)  Meetings with parents of 
pupils with SEN will now usually be held by telephone call rather than face 
to face. If you want to speak to Mrs Pedder, our SENDCo, it is quick and 
easy to arrange a telephone meeting. All you have to do is contact the office. 
They will either, put you straight through, or if she is not available, check on 
the calendar and then book a slot  for you. Mrs Pedder's working days at 
Eastergate are Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
For meetings that are not possible by telephone and that do need to be in 
person, a large space is available to comply with social distancing. 
 
 
Contacting your child’s class teacher If you have 
an urgent message please talk to one of the school 
adults on duty in the morning. It is usually myself, 
Mrs Vinter or Mrs Russell outside. Please contact 
the school office if you would like to speak to your 
child’s class teacher. Whilst we have a staggered 
start and end to the day and social distancing in 
place working closely with our parents is very important. Teachers are 
around after school and they are able to phone you or email you to address 
any questions you may have. We are also able to make socially distanced 
appointments if necessary to talk through things. Being able to communicate 
with our parents is very important to us. We are looking into ways of setting 
up virtual parents’ evenings and other events this year to ensure important 
things carry on as usual. 
 
If you are emailing the school with a general question, or to arrange for a 
teacher to call you, please email Mrs Vinter on office@eastergate.w-
sussex.sch.uk. If, however you would like to contact Mrs Russell please 
email her at secretary@eastergate.w-sussex.sch.uk.  It is not necessary to 
email both about the same thing.  Thank you. 
 

  
Starting School in September 2021? We are holding 
‘open days’ over the next few weeks for parents of 
children who are due to start school in September 2021. 
With the current challenges we are offering parents the 
opportunity to have a socially distanced tour and talk 
in a small group around the outside of the school, 
so we can keep everyone in our school community safe. This year we are 
asking parents for their contact details and to visit without preschool children, 
to minimise the number of visitors on the school site. If you have a child who 
is due to start school in September 2021, or you know someone who is 
interested in a place at Eastergate, please contact the school office for more 
details. 
 

Don’t forget your flu vaccinations forms! We have received 
an encouragingly large number of flu vaccination forms in the 
last week. The deadline is Tuesday 29th September. 
 
 

We understand that coronavirus has presented everyone in our school 
community with many challenges over the past six months or so and the 
impact will continue to have an effect on all of us in the months to come. If 
you have any worries or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
school. Sometimes just talking things through helps and gives us an 
understanding of how to support your children in school or sign post you to 
others that may be able to help.  
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 

 
Catherine Ward 
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