
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 20th March, 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

These are very unusual circumstances that we are experiencing at the 
moment! 
 

I know the news that schools are closing has been met with very mixed 
feelings by parents and children. Many of our children have expressed how 
much they enjoy school, and are already saying they will miss their teachers, 
learning and friends. It is at times such as these, times when we are really 
tested, and we are challenged as a community, to continue to rely on our 
values: Hope, Compassion, Endurance, Trust, Forgivenss and Creativity. 
We must continue to ‘Learn, Grow and Achieve Together in God’, but 
more remotely for the time being! 
 
Next Week School is Open for … Thank you to parents who responded to 
the email yesterday about whether they qualify for their children to attend 
school. The government sent out guidelines at midnight listing those workers 
who perform ‘critical’ roles. Please have a look at the document below and 
contact school if you think your child is eligible. Please note the idea is to 
reduce the number of children in school to stop the spread of COVID-19, but 
also to keep vital services running and to respond to the emergency. If you 
are able to keep your children at home, please do! 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-
authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 
Should your situation change in the coming weeks, please contact us at 
office@eastergate.w-sussex.sch.uk and we will do our best to help. 

 
Home Learning Packs We have prepared packs for ‘Home 
Learning’ for the next couple of weeks. Teachers and teaching 
assistants have been working hard to put together resources 
for the children, to ensure they have things to do at home and 

things that do not mean they have to be using technology all of the time! 
Every child has a pack with a maths exercise book, a learning journal and, 
in KS2, children also have a diary to write their thoughts and feelings in about 
these extraordinary times.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children in Chaffinch and Heron Class also have some phonics 
resources and maths equipment to support their maths 
development.  
 

Every one has been given time to visit the library to choose extra 
books to take home. We hope you will continue to encourage your 
children to read regularly and practise their timestables. 
 

All children should have logins for Times Tables Rockstars and Sum Dog. 
Teachers can monitor how active children are in using these resources and 
they can set more work for children remotely. 
 

Communication and Staying in Touch Every class teacher 
has put a letter in the children’s packs with their email address 
on, so you can email any questions. Please treat this with 
respect and patience. We will only check these emails during 
office hours: Monday to Friday between 9.00am and 5.00pm. 

Teachers will try to respond within 48 hours. If you have a more urgent enquiry 
or concern, please use the office email address. 
 
I am sure you are aware there has been a massive response 
from the ‘online’ community and people on social media to 
support families at home and there are resources being 
released every day. We will continue to look at resouces and 
sign post you to them. 
 

Routines and Timetables  Over the next few days 
I would encourage you to set a routine with your 
children at home to help ‘shape’ and ‘structure’ the 
day. Whatever you decide, make it manageable for 
you and your family, so you can sustain it! We are 
going to stay fit in school and follow Joe Wicks live 

at 9.00am everyday. Join with us at home and keep active! How about we all 
wear our school sweatshirts in the morning – just to stay connected with 
school! 
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Tips for Parents Yesterday West Sussex published a sheet – ‘Tips for 
Families’  with links and resources to help us to support children over the 
weeks to come. We are sending this out with the Newsletter. 
 
Concerns If you have any worries or concerns about the 
welfare of your children, or the welfare of other children in 
your neighbourhood during this time. Please do not hesitate 
to contact school. We are here to help and we will endeavour 
to do our best to signpost you to the support or help you 
need. There are community iniatives locally, and on a county level, that are 
being set up to support people. Times such as these are a test of our values. 
 

Prayers and Reflections In the home/school packs I have 
included some prayers with activities, and links to songs we 
sing in collective worship, that I know the children really enjoy. 
I hope you enjoy them together. Be rest assured members of 

our school and church community will be praying for the safety and well-being 
of all of our families! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents, staff and 
the governors for their support over the past few weeks and 
days. Every member of staff has worked really hard to 
maintain a sense of calm, prepare for the school closing, and 

supporting children when they have needed a bit of TLC. I am sure your would 
agree with me – we have a team of ‘Super Stars’ in our children and adults! 
 
 
Don’t forget if you have any questions or queries, please ask at the school 
office. 

 
 
 
 

Catherine Ward 
Headteacher 
 
 

  

 


