
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd October, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It is already October and there is a more autumnal feeling in the air this week!  
 
Thank you for your feedback this week regarding our first month back to school. 
It has been overwhelmingly positive and supportive of the measures we have 
put in place to support the children’s return to school. Thank you for your care 
and consideration – it has strengthened the feeling of community at Eastergate 
during these challenging times! 
 
We will summarise your feedback and share it in due course we are also asking 
the children in every class: ‘What is going well?’ and ‘Even better if…’ 
 
One of the things parents have asked is that we open the gate on 
the bridge at the end of the school day. The gate will be open from 
Monday. We have also picked up that the playground at 2.45pm is 
very busy with children coming out of Chaffinch, Heron and Kestrel 
Classes at the same time and again social distancing is sometimes tricky. 
 

I am asking that from Monday parents and carers wear face 
masks  when they come onto the school site to drop off in the 
mornings and collect in the afternoons. In the same way we have 
been asked to wear face masks in shops and in other public 
spaces. Children are not required to wear face masks. 

 
There are a few other things I would like to ask you to do to help keep the school 
community safe: 

- Only one parent or carer to drop or collect to minimise the number of 
people coming onto the school site, unless you have more than two 
children to collect from different parts of the school site. 

- At the end of the day keep your children together, so we don’t have 
children from other class ‘bubbles’ mixing in the playground or carpark 

- Please leave the school site as quickly as possible, so other parents can 
collect their children safely 
 

By continuing to do these things we will all do our part to keep our school 
community safe and protect each other.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvest Non Uniform Day on Monday 5th October Along with 
St George’s Church, Eastergate, we are going to be celebrating 
Harvest next week. On Monday the children can wear non 
uniform in exchange for a donation for the Bognor Foodbank. 
The foodbank would like: tinned goods eg. vegetables, fruit, 
puddings. Instant or tinned potatoes, fruit squash or fruit juice, 
coffee, spreads eg jam, marmite and toiletries eg: shampoo, conditioner, 
shower gel, soap, and deodorant. Years 2 and 6 can wear non uniform on 
Tuesday, as they have Forest School on Monday. 
 

Walk to School Week From Monday 5th October it is ‘Walk to 
School Week’ Please try to walk to school during this week or 
encourage your children to ride their scooter or bicycle. The 
lane is much quieter in the mornings with the voluntary one 
way system. If you live a distance from school then please 
consider park and stride as an alternative. You could park in 
the recreation ground car park and walk through to Church 
Lane. 

 
Birthdays Some parents have asked: are children still allowed 
to wear non uniform on their birthday? 
Yes they can wear non uniform, if they attend school on their 
birthday. Should a birthday fall on the weekend or in the holiday, 
children are allowed to wear non uniform on the Monday or 
Friday before the weekend or holiday. 
 

Collective Worship We are trying out different things 
for our Collective Worship in school at the moment. 
Last week we were going to meet online as a school, 
but we had an impromptu fire practice! Hopefully this 
week we will have our usual ‘celebration’ collective 
worship – complete with the Eastergate birthday cake 

and hat that became a part of Friday Newsdesk last term! This past week we 
have been thinking about our value trust and reviewing our ‘Restorative 
Processes’. We have reminded the children of our key questitions we use to 
talk through things, especially problems with friends. Our questions are: 
 
What happened? 
 



 

 
 
What were you thinking/feeling? 
Who has been affected by this? 
What do you think needs to happen to make things right? Or What can you 
do to make things right? 
You might like to try using these questions at home.  
 

Virtual School Games Awards We have won several awards! Last term 
we participated in the School Games Virtual Programme. We have been 
awarded a certificate in recognition of our support, commitment and 
engagement during the virtual programme. We engaged with the 
programme for the full eleven weeks the programme ran and we won second 
place for golf and third place for boccia. Thank you to Mr McCall for signing 
up for the West Sussex School Sport Partnership and for championing these 
activitie and congratulations to everyone who participated! 
 

 
 

 

Best wishes, 
 

 
 

 
Catherine Ward 
 
 
 

 
 
 


