
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 18th September, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
The first couple of weeks of the new school year 
have gone amazingly well. The children and staff 
are still getting use to a new way of doing things 
and they are adapting to the changes that we have 
had to introduce this year. Thank you for your help 

and support. It has made a huge difference to the start of the term. 
 
Please take care on the playground and in the carpark at the beginning and end 
of the school day to socially distance from other families. 2 metres is the 
suggested distance and posters and markers have been put along the school 
fences to help. 
 
One of the things we can’t do is have a ‘school 
council’, because it would mean children meeting 
from different ‘bubbles’, so we are adapting things 
and having ‘community councils’. This will involve 
the whole class and help individuals feel their voice 
is heard when it comes to sharing their views and ideas about things in our 
school community. Next week we are going to be asking the children what they 
think about our ‘voluntary one way system’ and whether they have noticed any 
improvements. 
 
We have been so fortunate this past two weeks to have such fantastic weather. 
Everyone has been enjoying PE sessions outside, doing their daily mile outside 
and we have had Collective Worship on the field.  
 
In Collective Worship we have been looking at our school’s vision: 
 

‘Learn, Grow and Achieve Together in God’s Love’ 

 
…and what this means to us as a school family. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
New children joining Chaffinch Class We are really 
pleased this week to have welcomed our new children 
in Chaffinch Class. They have been into school for ‘stay 
and play’ sessions to meet Mrs McClure and Miss 
Petrucci. I know that they are really excited to be 
starting ‘big’ school! We hope they will be very happy at 

Eastergate as they start their journey through primary school with us! 
 
 
Forest School Last Monday Kestrel Class and Skylark Class had 
their first Forest School day with Mr Orchard. They will be having 
Forest School every Monday until half term. After half term it will be 
Heron Class and Quail Class‘ turn to have Forest School for the six 
weeks leading up to Christmas. We will send out more information 
to parents nearer the time. 
 

Starting School in September 2021? We are holding ‘open 
days’ over the next few weeks for parents of children who are 
due to start school in September 2021. With the current 
challenges we are going to offer parents the opportunity to 
have a socially distanced tour and talk in a small group 

around the outside of the school, so we can keep everyone in our school 
community safe. This year we are asking parents for their contact details and to 
visit without preschool children, to minimise the number of visitors on the school 
site. If you have a child who is due to start school in September 2021, or you 
know someone who is interested in a place at Eastergate, please contact the 
school office for more details. 
 
Flu Vaccinations Forms have been sent home this week with all children from 
reception to year 6. Please complete your child’s form and send them back to 
school by Tuesday 29th September. As parents you may have mixed feelings 
about the flu vaccination. During the current pandemic I would ask you to 
consider your decision very carefully. It offers children protection from other 
viruses that are circulating during the winter months. Last year we were 
congratulated by the NHS on an above average takeup of the vaccination at 
Eastergate! 
  



 

 
 
Free School Meals During this time 
we understand that people may be 
experiencing changes in their 
circumstances. If you think that you 

may be eligible for free school meals because your income has changed, please 
follow the link below or contact the school office for more information. All 
enquiries will be treated confidentially. 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 
Even if your children are in reception, year one or year two and receives a 
‘universal free school meal’ please apply. In addition to your child receiving a 
free school lunch and free milk, the school also gets additional funding from the 
government. This enables us to do some of the following and more: fund more 
staff, buy additional resources to support your child and subsidise school events 
where we ask for a voluntary contribution. 
 
Special Menu Day On Thursday 1st October 2020 Chartwells have a change to 
their menu.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.  For children in 
Year 3 and above, who don’t usually have hot lunch on a Thursday, but would 
like to try, you will need to order online by Sunday 20th September 2020.  The 
web site address is www.mealselector.co.uk.  
 

 
We understand that coronavirus has presented 
everyone in our school community with many 
challenges over the past six months or so and the 
impact will continue to have an effect on all of us in the 
months to come. If you have any worries or concerns 

please don’t hesitate to contact us at school. Sometimes just talking 
things through helps and gives us an understanding of how to support 
your children in school or sign post you to others that may be able to help.  
 
Mrs Pedder, our SENDCO is available on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, by 
phone or meet with parents/carers by appointment. 
Please contact school by phone 01243 542297 or  email 
 secretary@eastergate.w-sussex.sch.uk.  
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 

 
Catherine Ward 
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