
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5th May, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It is now six weeks, since school closed and it has been really 
encouraging to see the exciting things on Tapestry that 
families have been sharing or sharing feedback from teachers 
who have been in contact with families over the past few 
weeks. Since the end of the ‘Easter Holiday’ period, teachers 
have been contacting families by phone to enable us to stay in touch and 
find out how you are all doing. We have also started to post short videos on 
Tapestry to help keep the Eastergate community spirit going.  
 
Don’t forget – Living is Learning. Maths and English are really important, I 
don’t want to underestimate the importance of literacy and numerical skills, 

and the importance of practising reading skills and times 
tables whilst school is closed etc., but if children are happy 
at home at the moment and learning skills such as: how to 
measure the oil in the car, make a chicken run, engineer a 
catapult, bake a cake, talk to someone using skype or plant 
vegetables, they are learning and developing skills that are 

not necessarily assessed and valued by our education 
system, but essential life skills and developing resilance, 
patience, hope and perseverance. I am grateful that my 
grown up children have returned home – they have 
cooked some delicious meals over the past six weeks! 
There will be a ‘recovery plan’ in place to pick up school 
based learning when school starts again! 
If children are asked in ten or twenty years time ‘What do remember of the 
summer of 2020?’ I wonder what they will say? 
 

Collective Worship  This term continuing our theme of 
Bible heroes we are looking at the story of Moses. The story 
of Moses was retold in the Disney version ‘Prince of Egypt’ 
or there are links to an animated version based on the 

‘Beginners Bible’ on the sheet in children’s packs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explaing Coronavirus to Children 
https://nosycrow.com/blog/released-today-free-
information-book-explaining-coronavirus-children-
illustrated-gruffalo-illustrator-axel-scheffler/ 
A super book has been published and illustrated by 
Axel Scheffler, illustrator of The Gruffalo for children. 
Please share it with your children at home. It explains 
lots of the things they may have questions about. 
Please click on the link to find the book. 
 
What is Happening in School at the Moment? We have a small number 
of children who are attending school at the moment and we are keeping 
them busy and occupied with a range of activities. A small number of staff 
are in school on a rota supporting the children who are attending school. 
When they are not in school they are working at home. We are preparing 
and producing packs to go out to families on a two weekly basis. Other 
activities that are continuing are around planning for when school reopens 
and the next academic year. For example financial planning, keeping on top 
of health and safety and maintaining the premises, sorting out resources of 
one kind and another. I have also been working with a company and 
redesigning the website. This is something that has needed further 
improvement for sometime, so now seemed like the perfect opportunity! It 
will have more features which I hope will be really useful – for example a 
calendar of key events! 
 
Online Safety Please keep your children safe 
online at home and continue to be vigilent! There 
have been warnings from the police about people 
taking advantage of children being at home and 
online at the moment. Please make sure you are 
monitoring your children’s activity and talking to them about online safety. 
The website in the link below has age appropriate activities for parents and 
children. 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-
worksheets 
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Draw a Picture and Send a Message As part of the 
‘community spirit’ we have been asked to draw pictures to 
share with people who are currently in St Richard’s Hospital at 
this time and unable to have visitors. Please encourage your 
children to draw some brightly coloured pictures with some 
very positive messages on them and we will make sure they 
are delivered to the hospital. Please make sure they are 

signed with a first name only and no other personal details.  
 
Learning and Discovering Together at Home This 
week we have planned a ‘Science Week’. Our 
home learning packs have activities linked to 
‘habitats’. Our aim is to help you make the most of 
the return of better weather, but also to facilitate 
some family activities. We understand that it is 
challenging, for families to deliver separate age 
appropriate activities all the time and home learning can be exciting and 
more manageable if everyone can learn and discover together! 
 

Learning Packs We have prepared another pack for home 
learning. These packs are available to collect from school 
week days between 08:30 and 15.00 and are designed to last 
for the next two weeks.  If, for any reason, you are unable to 
collect the packs please contact the school office. We will put 
them in boxes outside of the school office (weather 

permitting). They are organised into family groups, so if you find the class 
for your oldest child you will then find their sibling’s pack inside! 
 
If you are having difficulties printing things or 
accessing online resources, please let us know and we 
will endeavour to help. Please email class teachers or 
the school office or post questions on Tapestry. 
 

  
Library We are opening the library to family groups this week. If you would 
like to please book a slot on Parentmail and change your child’s reading 
books, please come in. The following measures will be put in place for 
everyone’s safety: 

 books that are returned to school will not be put back into circulation 
for at least 7 days after their return to school; 

 families will be asked to wash/sanitize their hands before going into 
the library and when they leave school; 

 social distancing will be in place between adults and children who 
are currently in school; 

 slots are available between 9.30am-12.00pm and 1.00-2.30pm to 
enable us to manage social distancing at the beginning and end of 
the school day; 

 there will be 5 minutes between slots to facilitate social distancing 
 
 

School remains open for the children of keyworkers and 
vulnerable children and if your circumstance have changed 
over the past few weeks, please don’t hesitate to contact us 
by phone 01243 542297 or  email office@eastergate.w-
sussex.sch.uk will be checked daily.  
In the meantime stay at home, stay safe and we look 

forward to a time when we can come back together – whenever that might 
be! 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Catherine Ward 
Headteacher 
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