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‘Learn Grow and Achieve Together in God’s Love’ 

 
28th August 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
September is approaching us very quickly and the summer holidays are drawing to an end. We are really 
looking forward to welcoming all of our children back to school, starting from Monday 7th September and we 
can’t wait to see them all. A school is not a school without the most important people – the children! 
 
I hope this letter will help to explain and inform you and your children about the beginning of the new term and 
how we are going to organise things at Eastergate CE Primary School, to help to keep everyone in our school 
community safe and prevent the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
Below are our plans for the start of the new term.  
Please note that these may be subject change if there is updated guidance from the Government during 
the next week or so. 
 
What will classes look like? 
In line with government advice, the following will be put in place when school reopens: 
 
Class size 

The children will be taught in their year groups every day. Each class will be a ‘bubble’. This is to contain any 

outbreaks of coronavirus. For this reason, it is not possible for the different bubbles to meet, so there will no 

whole school collective worship or assemblies in the hall and children will eat their lunch in their classrooms, 

except for Chaffinch Class. 

 
Class rooms 
In years two to six the children will be seated at a front facing desk with another child. These 

pairings can change each week to ensure that the children have different talk partners. 

Everyone will have their own named pencil boxes with all of the resources they need.  We 

have purchased additional books this term so children have their own copies of class texts. 

Children in year one and reception will work at shared table spaces; resources will be 

managed carefully to ensure that high standards of hygiene are maintained by either 

sanitizing resources or ‘quarantining’ them for 72 hours.  

 
Shared areas 
The IT suite has been refurbished and benching removed. The plan is to replace the PCs with laptops 
eventually, so that they can be put away and this space can be used more flexibly. Every classroom where 
possible will have computers for the children to use, so they are able to complete their AR quizzes in class. The 
library will be used by one class at a time and books will be quarantined between users. 
 
Staffing 
To maintain the ‘bubble’ as required by the guidance, groups will be taught by their class teacher and supported 
by their class teaching assistant. Teacher’s release time has been organised so that cover teachers are not 
working across more than three class ‘bubbles’ during the week or cover is provided by the class teaching 
assistant, who is qualified and experienced in working with the whole class. 
 
Learning 

The children will continue their learning in the classes for English, Maths and Phonics. We will also be continuing 
all National Curriculum subjects alongside regular PE and wellbeing activities/PSHE. During the first few weeks 
we are going to be talking about ‘change’ and ‘belonging’ with children and giving them time to reconnect with 
each other. 
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Recovery or ‘Catch up’ 
We have adapted our curriculum planning to support children’s return to school following the closure of schools 
to most children in March. White Rose Maths have produced maths plans to make sure that children’s core 
skills in maths from their previous year group are secure before they tackle the maths curriculum for their new 
year group.  Class teachers will be assessing children to see where they are in their learning and identifying 
areas where they need some additional support. This will take place during normal classroom activities and 
tasks. We are using funds allocated by the government - ‘catch up’ funding - to bring in additional staff to work 
with children in their class bubbles. 
 
Off site visits 
We are not proposing to have any school trips offsite this term. This also means there will be no swimming in 

the first term until we have further assurance about using shared facilities such as coaches and changing rooms. 

 

TWO NEW INITIATIVES!  
We are really excited about a new initiative for Eastergate from September. We are planning to 
run Forest Schools for two year groups, every half term on a Monday, from the beginning of 
September. There has been a lot of research into the benefits of Forest Schools and children 
learning outside in the natural environment. More information will be sent out at the beginning of 
the new term. 

Over the summer we have had a foot path installed around the school playing field. This has been 
planned for some time, and it will enable us to participate in the ‘daily mile’ challenge as well as 
give our children access to the whole of the school grounds throughout the school year. We hope 
that it will enhance break times, improve children’s fitness levels and provide children with lots of 
learning opportunities. 

 
How will the school maintain high levels of hygiene? 
 
On arrival and departure 
All the children will apply hand sanitizer on arrival and at departure from school. 
 
Handwashing 

Children will wash hands before and after break and lunch times. We have invested in hand sanitizers which 
have been installed in every classroom and around the playground next to entrances to the school building. 
 
Cleaning 
The school will be cleaned during the school day as well as after school. Attention will be given to toilet areas 
and high touch areas such as door handles. 
 
What about break times and lunches? 
 
Timing 

Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered to maintain the safety ‘bubble’. Children will remain with their 
group at all times.  Chaffinch, Heron and Kestrel Classes will eat 11.45-12.15pm then go out to play. Skylark 
and Osprey Classes will eat 12.00-12.30pm and then play, and Quail and Moorhen Classes will play first and 
eat 12.15-12.45pm. This has been organised to make sure that each class has a separate area outside to play 
and to relieve pressure on the corridor as class bubbles move around the school. Lunch break has been cut by 
15 minutes, this is so we can stagger the lunch break playtimes and break up the longer morning or afternoon 
sessions, as children return to school and we can fit in the ‘daily mile’ challenge.  Overall, children will have the 
same amount of directed learning and break time as before. 
 
Lunch 

If your child is entitled to income related free school meals or universal infant free school meals, they will be 
provided with a hot meal and these will be served in the classroom. 
 
Snacks 

We encourage you to bring a healthy snack to eat at break time i.e. fruit, fruit bar, chopped 
vegetables etc. The children may be hungry mid-morning, as they adjust to the school routine. 
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What about toilets? 
We are really fortunate that our main toilets have been refurbished and reconfigured this summer. There are 
two sets of toilets with separate entrances for children in years two to six. The toilets have full cubicles (ceiling 
to floor walls and doors). This means we are able to designate one set of toilets for use by Kestrel and Moorhen 
Classes and another set for Osprey, Quail and Skylark Classes. This reduces circulation in the corridor and 
children from different ‘bubbles’ mixing. The toilets will operate temporarily as shared boys/girls toilets. We 
acknowledge that this can often generate some concerns from children and parents, and we would like to 
reassure parents that we will monitor this sensitively. 
 
What time will school start and end? 
 

Classes 
Start of the 
School Day 

End of the 
School Day 

Skylark and Kestrel Classes and Siblings 0830-0845 1445 

Quail and Heron Classes and Siblings 0845-0900 1500 

Osprey and Moorhen Classes and Siblings 0900-0915 1515 

*Chaffinch Class. Most of our new Chaffinch Class have older siblings, so they will come to school with their 
siblings. Children without older siblings have been given a start and finish time. 
 
The school day will start and end with staggered times. This is so that we reduce the number of people on site 
and children from different bubbles mixing. We have organised the start and end of the school day, so that 
parents with several children to drop or collect are not waiting either in their car or on site. To ensure all children 
and adults are kept safe we ask: 
 

 Parents/carers to keep to the given time. 
 

 At the start of the school day parents/carers say goodbye at the front gate and the gate on the bridge, 
and children will be met by a member of school staff who will direct them to their class teacher on the 
playground. 

 

 Only ONE family member may enter the school site when collecting your children. Children will be led 
out to the playground by their class teachers where they will be dismissed to their grownup. Older 
siblings, who do not attend Eastergate CE Primary School, should not wait on the school site for their 
younger siblings unless they are the responsible person who is collecting at the end of the school day. 

 

 All adults MUST observe social distancing between themselves and other 
children to ensure the safety of the bubbles and minimise possible transmission 
risks. 

 

 The bridge over the rife will be closed to other members of the public. 
 

Signage will be updated and staff will be on duty to help and support children at the beginning and 
end of the school day. 

 
What do my children need to bring to school with them? 

 
Cups and bottles 

Please ensure your child has a named water bottle with them at school every day, and that it 
contains just water, not fruit juice or squash.  
Please note we will be unable to provide cups. 
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Packed Lunch Box 
Children having packed lunches should bring their lunch in a wipe able plastic box. This is to 
ensure that they can be cleaned thoroughly. Please do not provide lunch in an insulated padded 
lunch box.  
 
Uniform 

We request that all the children arrive in full school uniform. On days when they have PE they are allowed to 
come dressed in their PE kit and wear it for the whole school day for the first half term. Please check the school 
website for information about school uniform. 
 
Face masks.  Currently, children in primary school do not need to wear a face mask. 
 

School bag 

The children can bring a school bag with them, but please keep this as small as possible. 
 
Reading 

Every child will have a named wipe able plastic wallet for their reading book and reading record, so they are 
able to transfer their reading book and reading record between home and school, every 
day, safely. 
Please can you help by naming all of your children’s personal belongings? We 
are not operating a lost property box this year to prevent personal items getting 
muddled between children. 
 
What if my child has an underlying health condition or is asthmatic? 
Please consult your doctor or medical professional for advice before returning to school. Please see our Asthma 
Policy. 
 
What if someone in my household is clinically vulnerable? 
Please note that we are doing our very best to ensure social distancing in a primary school setting, but this may 
not always be guaranteed with younger children.  

 
What about travelling to school? 
We are introducing a voluntary one way system around Church Lane. There is a separate leaflet with details 
about this initiative. Please look at the leaflet and the proposal. This is a really positive initiative and we hope 
that it will benefit the school and local community. 
 

Please note that you should not be sharing lifts 
between parents, if you do please open the 
windows and ventilate the car. 

 
If you live near the school could we please 
encourage you to walk or cycle to school. 

 

 

 

 
 
What do I do if my child is unwell? 
If your child is displaying symptoms of Coronavirus COVID-19: 
 

 You will need to take them for a test. 
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 You MUST let the school know that you are doing this. 

 Your child must remain at home until they have the results for the test. 

 If the test is negative they can return. You will need to provide school with a copy of the test results. 
 
Attendance 
It is expected that all pupils will return to school in September. We have updated our attendance 
policy and this will be available on our website from the beginning of the new term. 
 

What about after school clubs? 

After school clubs run by teachers will NOT start this term as the school has to be thoroughly 
cleaned each afternoon. Outside providers may start clubs again but we are awaiting 
confirmation of this.  Once we have settled into our new routines, I hope it will be possible for 
us to hold occasional after school events, such as a film night. 

 
Finally the things we have put in place may look different to other schools and that is because, as I have said 
in previous letters, our school building is unique and ‘quirky’.  
We are planning to send out some more child friendly pictures to illustrate and explain things in this letter next 
week. However, until the contractors complete their works and hand back the school building we are unable to 
take photographs of some of the key areas in school. In the meantime there are some useful resources for 
parents to use to help them prepare their children for the return to school.  
 
Please look at the links below for more guidance for parents about the opening of schools from September:  
  
Government 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-
know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 
West Sussex  
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-
information/coronavirus-schools-and-education/ 
NSPCC 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/ 
 
Over the next week more information about attendance, admissions and updates to our behaviour policy will 

be posted on the school’s website. At the end of the first two weeks of term more information will be sent out 

by class teachers about their class’ timetable and curriculum. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child returning to school please contact the school office and 

someone will get back to you as soon as possible during the next week. We recognise that this is not going to 

be a ‘normal’ September. I have every confidence that we can work together to support our children to enable 

them to return to school and … 
 

‘Learn Grow and Achieve Together in God’s Love’ 
 

Where things we have done in the past are not possible for the time being, I hope that we will find new and 

exciting ways to do things. As a school community we will work together and adapt and I know that, with 

encouragement, the children will be creative and imaginative in coming up with ideas themselves. 

 

I hope that you all have a wonderful bank holiday and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mrs Catherine Ward 

Headteacher 
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